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Louisiana COVID-19 cases continue to rise
Governor: ‘We can’t spare doctors’
BY LEO HONEYCUTT
SPECIAL TO LSN

BATON ROUGE - On
the day New York Mayor
Bill DeBlasio called for
a national draft of retired
doctors and medical workers to be rushed to New
York City, Louisiana COVID-19 cases broke above
10,000 to 10,297 cases.
That’s up by 1,147 new
cases but that number represents half the increase
seen Thursday which set
a record 2,726 new cases.
Governor John Bel Edwards said in his Friday
press conference that’s due
in large part because Louisiana now ranks second in
the nation for testing per
capita. But more concerning, he says, is that Louisi-

ana suffered 60 additional
deaths in one day, bringing
the total to 370 in 3 weeks.
“What we’re seeing is
looking like what we’re
going to see as the daily
normal going forward,”
said Governor John Bel
Edwards in his Friday
press conference, “though
the 13 percent increase is
more in line than the 42
percent increase we saw
Thursday. We are engaged
in a marathon, not a sprint.
I urge Louisianans to take
the stay-at-home mandate
seriously. We and we
alone will determine just
how bad the Coronavirus
gets. Your neighbor’s life
depends on it and, quite
frankly, so might your own.
“And I suspect we will
continue to have a higher

death rate per capita than
the rest of the nation because we have underlying
problems in a higher proportion of our population,
mostly diabetes, obesity,
kidney and heart disease.”
Edwards expects a surge
of COVID-19 patients next
week that may overwhelm
hospitals and, through the
State Board of Medical Examiners, is asking retired
physicians and medical
staff who still have certifications to consider reentering healthcare. New York
Mayor DeBlasio wants the
federal government to institute an outright draft of
retired doctors, surgeons,
and nurses back into service to head off what he
terms a juggernaut health
crisis in his city. “We need

45,000 more medical personnel,” said DeBlasio Friday and wants them pulled
from all over the country.
“As much as I love New
York,” Governor Edwards
replied, “I am not interested in having our medical
professionals drafted and
sent to New York because
we know we have real
problems here in Louisiana
in the not-too-distant future
with respect to our capacity to deliver healthcare.
That’s our problem in the
[2,000-bed] standup hospital we’re building in the
Morial Convention Center
in New Orleans. You still
have to staff it.”
Retired Chief Medical
Officer of Baton Rouge’s
Our Lady of the Lake
Medical Center, Dr. Ron
Radzikowski, 80-yearsold, says drafting retired
physicians will be diffi-

Job stats best of the year?
February jobless rates are pre-COVID-19
FROM STAFF REPORTS
LA. STATE NEWSPAPERS

Recently released employment numbers may be
the best for the year given
COVID-19 layoffs and the
downturn in the oil and gas
industry.
In releasing the job
numbers Friday, the Louisiana Workforce Commission stated the February
not seasonal employment
data did not reflect any
COVID-19 impacts.
The February numbers
were historically low, according to the news release
from the commission.
Not seasonally adjusted
numbers do not take into
account factors such as
weather and holidays.
The February unemployment rate for St.
Landry Parish was 5.8%,
up from 5.7% in February
2019 and down from 7.6%
in January.

In Acadia Parish, the
February jobless rate was
4.6%, down from 4.7% in
February 2019 and down
from 6.2% in January.
In Evangeline Parish,
the February unemployment rate was 5.2%, up
from 5.1% in February
2019 and down from 7%
in January.
The Tri-Parish — St.
Landry, Acadia and Evangeline — workforce totaled 66,915 in February,
up 253 people from February 2019.
The St. Landry Parish
workforce totaled 31,699
in February, up 1.4% or
427 people from the February 2019 workforce.
The workforce includes
those working and people
looking for a job.
The Acadia Parish
workforce in February totaled 23,579, up 14 from
the February 2019 workforce.

CLASSIFIEDS
CLASSES &
LESSONS
PIANO
INSTRUCTION IN
Crowley. Beginner
or intermediate,
ages 5- adult. Remote (Skype) instruction available.
919-769-1150

FOR RENT
1, 2, 3 & 4 bedroom houses for
rent 788-2639
2 BEDROOM
APTS with washer/ dryer hookups,
appliances
furnished.
Rent $600-$750
825 East 1st.
2 or 3 bedroom
Townhouses
$750-$1000 Rent
Beauvoir area.
2 bedroom 2 1/2
bath condos with
appliances, 2 car
covered parking
$1,000-$1200 rent
Bayou Bend.
Deposits required
on all properties.
Carmichael
Rental Properties
125 East 10th
Crowley,
250-4316
NORTHGATE
APARTMENTS
NOW renting one,
two and three
bedroom units.
Newly remodeled,
new appliances &
central Air & heat.
Section 8
welcome. Call
today: 783-8470
Monday-Friday
9am-5pm & Sat.
by appointment
only. Starting as
low as $404
month. Offers can
be withdrawn any
time without
notice

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

MANDEVILLE
CPA FIRM Seeks
Auditor in the Lafayette Area.
Work from your
home office. Full
time, Permanent,
with a Flexible
schedule Join my
small, successful,
31 year old CPA
Firm where 100%
of staff works from
their home-office
locations in South
Louisiana, including me. Full-time
and flexible, this
convenient arrangement is ideal
for the self-motivated professional
with excellent organizational skills
and ability to complete work within
established deadlines without the
constant physical
supervision of a
central office.
Hereҋs whatҋs to
expect:  approximately 35 days of
Audit field work
per year (will train)
performing planning and risk analysis using PPC
Guidance (will
train)  preparing
financial statements, findings,
and audit report
(will train) You will
replace a retiring
auditor that has
worked with me
for 19 years. My
only other staff
member has
worked with me
for 20 years, both
working from their
home-office locations. This position opens 4-12020. Please submit your resume
to Danny McCaskill, Mandeville at email
Danny@highper
former.net

SOUTHWIND
HEALTHCARE &
REHABILITATION,
a person centered,
state of the art long
term care facility, is
now seeking employee for Dietary
and Housekeeping
staff. All interested
candidates, please
submit resume to
cashby@elder
outreach.com or
come fill out an application at 804
Crowley- Rayne
Highway.

HOMES FOR SALE

In Evangeline Parish,
the February workforce
was 11,637, down 160
people or 1.4% from the
February 2019 workforce.
In March, the Bureau of
Labor & Statistics released
by the Louisiana Workforce Commission, stated
the non seasonally adjusted
annualized unemployment
rate for the state was 4.8%.
The commission news release stated it was the third
lowest in series history.
The February state not
seasonally adjusted state
unemployment rate was
4.3%, down from January’s 5.7% rate.
“This is the largest overthe-month drop in the not
seasonally adjusted unemployment rate since February 2006. Over that same
time period, the number
of not seasonally adjusted
unemployed individuals
decreased by 29,836 from
119,633 in January 2020 to
89,797 for February 2020,”
the report stated.
The number of not seasonally adjusted employed
individuals increased by
28,650 from 1,977,412 in
January to 2,006,062 in
February. This is the second highest not seasonally adjusted number of
employed for the month
of February in the series.
Since February 2019, the
number of not seasonally adjusted employed
individuals increased by
14,178.
Not seasonally adjusted

nonfarm employment increased by 15,500 jobs
from 1,970,300 in January
to 1,985,800 in February.
Over that same time period, not seasonally adjusted
private sector employment increased by 10,100
jobs from 1,640,400 to
1,650,500.
Not seasonally adjusted
February unemployment
rates for Louisiana’s nine
Metropolitan
Statistical
Areas are as follows:
— Alexandria: 4.5%,
down from 4.6% in February 2019 and down from
6.2% in January.
— Baton Rouge: 3.8%,
unchanged from 3.8% in
February 2019 and down
from 5.1% in January.
— Hammond: 4.7%,
down from 4.8% in February 2019 and down from
6.6% in January.
— Houma: 3.9%, down
from 4.1% in February
2019 and down from 5.4%
in January.
— Lafayette: 4.3%, up
from 4.2% from February
2019 and down from 5.7%
in January.
— Lake Charles: 4%,
up from 3.5% in February
2019 and down from 5.3%
in January.
— Monroe: 5%, up
from 4.8% in February
2019 and down from 6.4%
in January.
— New Orleans: 3.9%,
unchanged from 3.9% in
February 2019 and down
from 5.2% in January.
— Shreveport: 4.6%,
up from 4.5% in February
2019 and down from 6% in
January.

Trauma packs for CPPD

210 TAYLOR ST
Crowley.
Completely
remodeled 3 or
4BR, 2BA, near
schools and park
$104,500 Van
Eaton & Romero
Realtors,
Licensed in LA
Contact
Tim Gossen
337-654-3333

STATEWIDE
DIRECTV NOW!
NO Satellite
Needed! $40 per
month. 65 Channels. Stream
Breaking News,
Live Events, Sports
& On Demand
Titles. No Annual
Contract. No Commitment. Call 1855-920-9336
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SUBMITTED PHOTO

The Church Point Police Department recently purchased Trauma Kits with a grant from Enbridge Pipeline
Company. The packed kits will be placed in each CPPD
Unit in case officers respond to a mass injury situation or
a officer injury. (Photo courtesy of Dale Thibodeaux)

cult for several reasons.
“I’m not afraid of dying
and would love to jump
in on Coronavirus,” he
says, “but my certification lapsed years ago and
I wouldn’t begin to know
current procedures, medicines or dosages. Our
creed is ‘to do no harm’
and I’m afraid I might
harm someone in the rush
of this crisis.” Radzikowski practiced medicine from
1975 to 1995 before advancing to the administration of OLOL. He retired

in 2008. “I guess I could
re-learn but you don’t want
somebody training-on-thejob on you if you’re sick.”
Projections from the
Louisiana Department of
Health expect hospitalizations just in New Orleans
will not peak until early
May, a time when 2,500
new COVID patients per
day will inundate healthcare facilities. The state
is already running low on
ventilators, “and without
ventilators, some patients
will die,” Edwards said.

Horoscope
Tuesday, April 7, 2020
ARIES - (March 21 to April 19) Do what you can to avoid
arguments with friends, partners and members of groups on
this Full Moon day. This is the only Full Moon opposite your
sign all year. Yikes!
TAURUS - (April 20 to May 20) Steer clear of
confrontations with bosses, teachers, parents or the police
today, because this might happen easily. Don’t be rash. Don’t
quit your day job.
GEMINI - (May 21 to June 20) Avoid controversial topics
like race, religion and politics today, because they could be
explosive. People are looking for a fight. (You need this like
a fish needs a bicycle.)
CANCER - (June 21 to July 22) Disputes about shared
property, inheritances and insurance issues could be nasty
today. Pick another day for these discussions. “Not tonight,
Josephine.”
LEO - (July 23 to Aug. 22) Be careful today, because
this is an accident-prone day for your sign, which means
you have to pay attention to everything you say and do. Be
polite with close friends and partners. (For your own peace
of mind.)
VIRGO - (Aug. 23 to Sept. 22) Work accidents might
occur today, especially related to equipment, electricity and
fire. Likewise, disputes about money and possessions are
likely. Tread carefully!
LIBRA - (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) Today the only Full Moon
in your sign all year is taking place. In addition, social plans
might be canceled or changed. Parents should be vigilant to
avoid accidents with their kids.
SCORPIO - (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) Do what you can to keep
the peace at home today, because arguments are likely. This
is also an accident-prone day at home. Stay calm. Carry on.
SAGITTARIUS - (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) This is definitely an
accident-prone day. Romance is turbulent and quarrelsome.
Relations with kids might be difficult because of the Full
Moon energy.
CAPRICORN - (Dec. 22 to Jan. 19) Keep an eye on your
possessions and your money, because something unexpected
might impact your wealth today. Meanwhile, the Full Moon
tests your relations with authority figures today.
AQUARIUS - (Jan. 20 to Feb. 18) Pay attention to
everything you say and do, because this is an accidentprone day for you. Fiery Mars is in your sign at odds with
unpredictable Uranus. Be careful!
PISCES - (Feb. 19 to March 20) Avoid disputes about
money and possessions today. Meanwhile, be aware of
situations going on behind the scenes that might suddenly
explode, especially something related to a hidden enemy.
YOU BORN TODAY - You have a warm heart. You’re
sociable, friendly and get along with everyone. You are also
fearless. Service to others is your theme this year, especially
with family. This means you must take care of yourself so
you are a strong resource for yourself and others. Invest
in the relationships that you value. Tap into your personal
creativity and hobbies.
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