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EPA prepares for 2018 hurricane Season, building on
lessons learned from 2017 sustained emergency responses
WASHINGTON, D.C. —
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has
joined partners across federal,
tribal, state, and local governments in preparation for the
2018 Atlantic hurricane season.
On June 5, EPA senior leaders gathered in New Orleans to
discuss the Agency’s preparations for the 2018 hurricane
season.
“EPA stands ready with our
partners on every level to respond to the 2018 hurricane
season,” said EPA Acting Administrator Andrew Wheeler.
“Given the expert preparedness and rapid response efforts
of our teams during last year’s
hurricanes, we are confident
that we will respond swiftly to
provide the necessary support
and minimize impacts to public
health and the environment.”
Just last week, Hurricane
Beryl became the first major
named storm in the Atlantic of
the 2018 hurricane season. EPA
REOC personnel closely monitored Hurricane Beryl in anticipation of potential landfall
in Puerto Rico and the USVI.
EPA and the Federal Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) worked closely with
the government of Puerto Rico,
the U.S. Virgin Islands (USVI),
and municipalities over the past
few months to address lessons
learned from María and ensure
the islands are better prepared
for hurricane season at all levels.

Currently, EPA has approximately 60 personnel on
the ground in Puerto Rico and
USVI and in the Regional
Emergency Operations Center in Edison, NJ dedicated to
response, recovery, and readiness.
Generators used to supply
power to some public water
supply systems in Puerto Rico
are being maintained and re-fueled by EPA and remain on the
island in case they are needed
for future responses.
As last year’s dynamic responses to Hurricanes Harvey,
Maria, and Irma showed, EPA
is prepared to respond to critical environmental and public
health threats.
The Agency’s emergency
response program mitigates the
environmental and health effects of man-made and natural
disasters. The Atlantic hurricane season officially runs from
June 1 until November 30.
What We Do
EPA supports hurricane
preparedness and response in
many ways, including:
• Mobilizing Emergency
Responders: EPA has approximately 230 emergency responders ready to deploy anywhere in the country to respond
to emergencies.
More than 1,500 EPA employees and contractors were
deployed to impacted regions
and EPA’s Emergency Opera-

tions Centers to provide technical and response support during
the 2017 hurricane response.
• Addressing Fuel Shortages:
The Clean Air Act allows EPA,
in consultation with the U.S.
Department of Energy Secretary, to waive certain fuel requirements to address shortages
that occur because of the storm.
Temporary waivers can help
ensure an adequate supply of
gasoline is available in the affected area, particularly for
emergency vehicles. During
Hurricanes Harvey, Irma, and
Maria, EPA issued 14 separate
fuel waivers.
• Activating Mobile Assets:
EPA has several assets to help
gather data to assist emergency
personnel with response activities. These include:
- ASPECT – the nation’s
only airborne real-time chemical and radiological detection,
infrared, and photographic imagery platform. EPA used the
ASPECT aircraft to provide
real-time chemical information to first responders after the
Arkema Chemical Plant explosion during Hurricane Harvey
- PHILIS – a mobile laboratory for on-site analysis of air,
soil, and water samples
- TAGA – a mobile laboratory capable of real-time ambient
air monitoring, sampling, and
analysis of outdoor air emissions
• Securing Superfund Sites:
EPA assesses conditions at
Superfund sites in the storm’s

pathway and tasks site managers with assessing conditions
and preparing for high winds
and heavy rainfall.
Following the storm and receding floodwaters, EPA conducts assessments to identify
damage and initiate cleanup
plans, if necessary. Any on-site
activities at sites located in the
storm’s path are ceased until
the all clear is given and on-site
equipment is secured.
During Hurricanes Harvey,
Irma, and Maria, EPA completed approximately 250 assessments of Superfund sites.
• Assessing Conditions at
Major Industrial Facilities: EPA
assesses conditions at major industrial facilities in the storm’s
pathway to identify potential
impacts and countermeasures.
The Agency conducts follow up inspections and damage assessments in response to
reports within EPA jurisdiction.
During the response to Hurricanes Harvey, Irma, and Maria,
this included approximately:
- 1,130 Risk Management
Plan field assessments
- 345 Facility Response Plan
field assessments
- 7,100 disaster debris management sites
- 320 spills/discharges
- 4,025 vessels assessed
(vessels include tanks or containers at onshore oil and natural gas production facilities)
• Monitoring Public Water
Systems: Water systems can
be severely impacted during

hurricanes due to storm surge,
flooding, or loss of power from
extreme winds. EPA uses its
tracking system to identify systems in the storm’s pathway.
Following the storm, and if
the state requests federal assistance, EPA conducts damage
assessments of both drinking
water and wastewater systems
to identify impacts to critical
assets and assist in the recovery.
In response to Hurricanes
Harvey, Irma, and Maria, EPA
and partners assessed approximately:
- 6,200 drinking water systems
- 1,220 wastewater systems
• Managing Debris and Impacted Infrastructure: Additionally, EPA assesses contaminated debris, storm-impacted
infrastructure, and threats to
human health and the environment.
The Agency is prepared to
assess and clean up public and
private properties, render properties safe from hazardous materials, and facilitate removing
solid waste, ash, and debris.
Overall, EPA works with
partners across federal, tribal,
state, and local governments
to respond to oil spills; chemical, biological, radiological releases; and large-scale national
emergencies.
For additional information
on EPA’s emergency response
capabilities,
please
visit:
https://www.epa.gov/emergency-response.

Shreveport tax preparer sentenced to 36 months for filing false returns for self, customers
SHREVEPORT
–
United States Attorney
David C. Joseph announced that a woman
who owned a Shreveport
tax preparation business
was sentenced Wednesday to three years in
prison for filing false tax
returns for herself and her
clients.
Deborah A. Turner,
47, a resident of Shreveport, was sentenced by
U.S. District Judge S.
Maurice Hicks Jr. on one
count of making and subscribing a false tax return
and one count of aiding
and assisting in making
and subscribing a false
tax return.

She was also sentenced
to one year of supervised
release and ordered to pay
$128,828 restitution.
According to the Jan.
22 guilty plea, Turner
owned Tax
Express
Refund, a tax preparation business located in
Shreveport.
The IRS revoked her
Electronic Filing Identification Number (EFIN)
in January 2014, but she
instead started using her
daughter’s EFIN to continue filing tax returns.
She filed numerous
tax returns for clients for
tax years 2011 to 2013
containing false information so they could claim

deductions, credits and
expenses to increase the
size of their refunds.
She also filed a false
individual tax return for
tax year 2013 where she
failed to report $336,865
of income she received
from her business.
“Those who file federal taxes on the behalf of
others have a responsibility to follow the law and
conduct business honestly and ethically,” Joseph
stated.
“I want to thank the
IRS agents and prosecutors assigned to this case
for their hard work in
holding this tax preparer
accountable.”

“As a paid preparer,
Deborah Turner was afforded a high level of trust
from both her clients and
the United States government,” Special Agent in
Charge, Thomas J. Holloman, III, IRS – Criminal Investigation Atlanta
Field Office, stated.
“Turner violated that
trust when she filed false
income tax returns for
herself and others, earning herself significant jail
time. IRS - CI will continue to pursue the prosecution of return preparers
who engage in the same
or similar criminal activities.”
IRS-Criminal Investi-

gations conducted the investigation.
Assistant U.S. Attorney Tennille M. Gilreath

You see news
happening we
want to know!
Report it to...
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783-3450
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FOR RENT
1212 BARBARA
ST., 2 apartments
available. 1 for
$650 utilities paid
and 1 for $350
month, utilities not
paid, no pets,
smoking not allowed indoors.
$300 deposit 337393-2135.
2 BEDROOM
APTS with washer/ dryer hookups,
appliances
furnished.
Rent $550/$650
825 East 1st.
2 or 3 bedroom
Townhouses
$750/$1000 Rent
Beauvoir area.
2 bedroom 2 1/2
bath condos with
appliances, 2 car
covered parking
$1,000/$1200 rent
Bayou Bend.
Deposits required
on all properties.
Carmichael
Rental Properties
125 East 10th
Crowley,
250-4316
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ALL CLASSIFIED ADS ARE POSTED ON OUR INTERNET WEBSITE
http://www.acadiaparishtoday.com

and Supervisory Assistant
U.S. Attorney Cytheria
D. Jernigan prosecuted
the case.

Call
337-783-3450
FAX
337-788-0949
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MOVE-IN
SPECIAL!!
$200 First Month
NORTHGATE
APARTMENTS
Now renting one,
two and three
bedroom units.
Newly remodeled,
new appliances &
central Air & heat.
Section 8 welcome. Call today:
783-8470
Monday-Friday
9am-5pm & Sat.
by appointment
only. Starting as
low as $399
month. Offers can
be withdrawn any
time without
notice

2BR 1BA, UPSTAIRS, CA/CH,
All Electric, Refrigerator, Dishwasher, Stove, $600 per
month, $600 Deposit, 614 N. Chevis St. Rayne, LA
337-739-2526

1, 2, 3 & 4 bedroom houses for
rent 788-2639

DIRECT SUPPORT WORKERS
Needed In Eunice
2pm-11pm & 11pm
-6:30am. Clean
background check,
driving record &
valid driverҋs license required. Experience preferred.
Call 337-363-1663.

GUEYDAN
MEMORIAL
GUEST Home
has an opening for
RN Supervisor
rotating weekends
Please apply in
person MondayFriday 8-4 or
email resume to
khebert@
gmghla.com

EAST CROWLEY
I-10 Chevron now
hiring Store Cashier. Apply in person between 9am
and 2pm at 731
Oddfellows Road.
Ask for Dwayne
337-788-2899

SHIPPING/ RECEIVING WAREHOUSE Position
available. Responsible for shipping, receiving and
stocking inventory.
Must be able to
drive forklift and lift
over 30#ҋs. Apply in
person at 127 Aspen Rd, Egan or
email resume to
teamexcoindust
rial@gmail.com.

To place your
classiﬁed ad in

Call Becky
(337) 783-3450

REMODELED 2BR
TRAILER in Pecan
Acres Trailer Park,
Duson. Includes all
appliances including washer & dryer
337-962-6355
812 S. EASTERN 3BR 2BA
CA/CH $750
1232 Lurose
4BR 1BA CA/CH
$650
1018 Hockaday
2BR 1BA $550
1215 N. Ave K
Apt. B 1BR 1BA
$400
722 E. Ash St.
3BR 1BA $550
1213 S. Ave J
2BR 1BA $450
All in Crowley
Deposits required,
337-788-2639

HELP WANTED
ACADIANA'S
ADULT superstore
Cashier needed.
Sales experience a
must. Must have
reliable transportation and open availability. Call 337981-7379 M-F
between 8amnoon.
THE ELLINGTON
HAS openings for
LPN full time 10pm
-7am, 4pm–8pm
Housekeeper Mon
thru Friday, 2pm10pm CNA ful l
time. Please apply
in person at 308
Amelia Street
Rayne, La. Ask for
Becky Menard, Human Resources
Director. Applications are accepted
on Tuesdays and
Thursdays

NOW HIRING
INSURANCE
Representative:
(Property/
Casualty License
Required) Please
bring resumeҋ to
Shelby Comeaux
State Farm, 809 N.
Parkerson Ave,
Crowley, LA
PART TIME CDL
Driver Needed.
Must have experience driving a
Semi & 1 Ton with
Gooseneck. Apply
in person at 127
Aspen Rd, Egan or
email resume to
teamexcoindustrial
@gmail.com.

SOUTHWIND
HEALTHCARE, A
person centered,
state of the art
Long Term Care facility, is now seeking RN for weekends. Offering
competitive pay,
excellent benefits,
and a fun team environment. All interested candidates,
please submit resume to cashby@
elderoutreach.com
or come by and
see us at 804
Crowley- Rayne
Hwy. Monday thru
Friday from 8am4pm

THE ACADIA
COUNCIL on
Aging is seeking to
hire for the following Part-Time positions in Acadia Parish: Meal Site Managers, Meal Site
Drivers, Outreach
worker, Homemaker, Transportation Supervisor,
Transportation
Clerk, and Transportation Drivers.
Transportation
Drivers must have
a Chauffeurҋs License. Apply at
824 East 1st
Street, Crowley LA
70526. This institution is an equal opportunity employer
and provider.

HOMES FOR SALE
315 MCMURTRY,
GUEYDAN 3BR
2BA, 1,392 sq. ft.,
corner lot, $25,000
210-465-5406

PUBLIC NOTICES
ANYONE
KNOWING THE
whereabouts of
Michael L Reed,
needs to contact
Parker R. Mitchell,
Attorney At Law at
(337) 788-0768, or
at 415 N.
Parkerson Avenue,
Crowley, LA 70526.
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It’s money
in your hands
when you
place your
garage sale
ad in The
Crowley
Post-Signal
Classifieds!
Just call

337-783-3450.

